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and Foreign Mysteries, as well in the choice of sub-
jects, as in the manner of treating them, are so nu-
merous and striking, that we cannot but attribute
these productions to one common source. How far
the Chester Mysteries may claim the priority of in-
vention ascribed to them by Mr. Malone, can now, as
far as internal evidence is concerned, be matter of con-
jecture only, from the comparatively modern ortho-
graphy of the existing copies* and the changes which
their diction appears to have undergone, in order to
render them intelligible to the audience at successive
periods. But from the many proofs that have been
adduced of their remote antiquity, we may surely re-
gard them as having been, in their original state,
amongst the very earliest dramatic performances of
Europe.

In the second Mystery of " The Murder of the In-
nocents," the Child of Herod is stated to be destroyed
in the general massacre; and this, like the domestic
quarrel of Noah and his Wife, is another instance of
circumstances being admitted into religious Plays "not
warranted by any writt" of Scripture. The same in-
cident is introduced by Jean Michel into a French
Mystery, entitled, " Le Mystere de la Conception*
Nativite, Manage et Annonciation de la Benoite
Vierge Marie" (Paris 1486); and from this writer it
is probable that Margaret de Valois, Queen of Na-
varre, -borrowed the hint for one of her religious dra-
mas, founded upon this subject, called '( Comedie des
Innocens," 1547;3. Her Majesty has nevertheless
heightened the cruelty of Herod's character, by caus-
ing him to receive the intelligence of his son's death
with little regret, from the certainty of having ac-
complished the object of his massacre. In answer to

3 An outline of both plays will be found in Bibliotheque du
Theatre Fran9ois depuis son origine (par le Due de la Valliere).
Dresden, 1768, vol. i. 58,121.